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BHP's Pat Bourke
with Akain
Wiljayathunga.
Ben Davey, Noah
Schwelkert and
Oliver
Haywood-Munro
from Woodlands
Primary School.
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Using microbes in soil to gener-
ate electricity, developing self-
fixing robots and harvesting the
power of algae — they're just
some of the ideas from forward-
thinking WA students who set
out to solve some big real-world
problems.

Students from schools around
the State have been flexing their
creative and scientific muscles
as part of the BHP Future Ready
STEM challenge, in partnership
with Seven West Media, to chase
a share of a $100,000 prize pool.

Teams from Years 3 to 10
have spent the past four
weeks researching, hypothesis-
ing, designing and prototyping
solutions to five of the resource
sector’s biggest conundrums.

Run as part of the Resources
Technology Showcase 2019 and
developed by education design
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firm NoTosh, the challenge was
created to be accessible to pupils
of different abilities and schools
with varyving resources.

The winning teams — which
will each collect $10,000 for their
school to spend on STEM devel-
opment and resources and indi-
vidual prizes worth $500 — have
now been revealed.

BHP vice-president business
partner, technology Pat Bourke,
who met Year 3 winners from
Woodlands Primary School this
week, said he was impressed by
what pupils had learnt during
the challenge.

“Congratulations to all the
students, teachers and schools
that entered the BHP Future
Ready STEM Challengse,” Mr
Bourke said.

“Clearly an enormois amount
of thought and effort has been
put into these entries and I am
impressed and inspired by the
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depth and breadth of the solu-
tions presented.

“BHP is proud to be supporting
an even stronger STEM culture
within Western  Australian
schools and 1 am personally
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excited about the talent that will
lead our mining and resources
industry in the future.”

MNoTosh senior consultant
Jeremy Weinstein, one of the
judges, said the panel was
astounded by the creativity
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shown. “We were just blown
away by the extremely high
standard of the entries we
received,” he said. “Owerall
the standard was very high, par-
ticularly in expressing transfer
of scientific knowledge to real-
world contexts.”

Woodlands science specialist
teacher Lynette Martin said the
$10,000 prize money would allow
the school to buy hands-on tech-
nology for students.

“Tt will let us reach more kids
when it comes to STEM learn-
ing,” she said. “Besources in this
arena aren't cheap and it's that
hands-on experience that allows
students to really understand
and develop their ideas.

“The students really enjoved
taking part in the challenge and
learning about real-world chal-
lenges swrrounding mining.
Thev were very enthusiastic and
spent a long time researching
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and immersing themselves in
the subject.”

Inspired by the Transformers
movie franchise, the Woodlands
team designed a robot with the
ability to diagnose problems as
well as fix them. It would use 3D
technology to print and install
parts, and the robots would also
be able self-charge and repair
themselves,

Science Minister Dave EKelly
said he was pleased to see an
even representation of public
and private schools taking out
the top honours. “It’s fantastic to
seetheinnovativeideas that kids
as voung as eight vears old have
come up with to address some of
the social and environmental
challenges we face in Western
Australia,” he said.

“STEM is not just about lab
coats and calculators. STEM
skills are applicable to almost
every industry in WA.”



